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Orleans would have a good effect upon the Na¬
tional service and also upon the medical profes¬
sion in those cities and the country tributary to
them.
The Surgeon-General of the Army and Secre¬
tary of War are loudly called upon to take such
action as may be necessary to bring about need¬
ed improvement in the rank and title of those
who are recognized as honorable men and skill¬
ful medical officers, but who are serving our
country under an unjust and odious designation.
STITES' SURGICAL CRITERION FOR CANCER.
Dr. John H. Brinton has put into practice
at his surgical clinic at the Jefferson Medical
College a new test for cancer, proposed by Mr.
H. J. Stites, of Edinburgh. The method, as
given by Dr. Brinton, in the Medical News,
October 31, is that which was furnished him by
Dr. John Chiene, of the Royal Infirmary of
Edinburgh, and reads as follows:
"1. Excise the mamma.
2. Wash thoroughly in water to remove blood.
3. Place in a 5 per cent, solution of nitric acid (B. P.)
for ten minutes.
4. Wash in cold water for five minutes.
By the time these procedures are executed the axilla
is cleaned out and the vessels tied. The mamma is now
examined; the carcinomatous structure appears a dull
white, like the eye of a boiled fish, the healthy tissue
translucent. When any such reaction is seen additional
tissue should be removed at the corresponding point.
In removing the carcinomatous breast, Professor
Chiene directs that its relations to the circumferential
tissues should be marked by the knife, so that after the
test has been applied to the mass excised the situation of
any outlying, unremoved diseased areas can be fixed."
The above description, although applied in this
instance specifically to mammary cancer, need not
be limited to that affection, but may be used for
other diseased glandular structures. Dr. Brin-
TOn's case, operated upon October 17, was, how¬
ever, a mammary cancer, and the demonstration
of the test before the class was made by Dr. W.
M. Coplin, while the surgeon proceeded with the
removal of the diseased structures. The reac¬
tion in regard to the infected axillary glands
was more distinctly noted than in the breast
tissues; it would, therefore, be proper always to
retain one of the excised glands, without the
treatment by the acid, for purposes of compari¬
son. This procedure or test devised by Mr.
Stites, who is spoken of as an assistant of the
distinguished Scottish professor of surgery, "ap¬
pears to be a most perfect one," as Dr. Brinton
says. It is worthy of careful trial in order to
ascertain if it can be relied upon under differing
conditions as regards the sight and nature of the
malignant growth. It will be no small gain to
surgery if this test can really be accepted as a
criterion or gauge of .the thoroughness and suffi¬
ciency of the operative steps for the ablation of
cancerous masses, not only of the mamma, but
also of other parts.
Deming (N. M.) as a Health Resort.
As regards Deming for a health resort for people com-
ing from the East, affected with pulmonary or bronchial
troubles, we would say:
Deming is situated on a plain, surrounded by moun-
tains, comprising an area of about 50 miles square. This
is at an elevation of about 4,500 feet above the level of
the sea. The temperature on this plain is always mild,
never going below the freezing point in day time during
mid-winter, while the heat during the summer never be-
comes extreme. The rainfall is exceedingly slight, lim-
ited principally to the months of July, August and Sep-
tember, while the air during the rest of the year is com-
paratively free from moisture.
The water-supply is received from the Black Range,
which is a spur of the Rocky Mountains. The water is
the purest in the territory, being filtered through a stra-
tum of sand for a distance of 25 miles before reaching
town; thereby freeing it from all impurities, before it is
used.
With these facts in view, we would state as follows:
All patients affected with pulmonary tuberculosis coming
from the East to this country, before the disease has
progressed too far, who will take the proper amount of
exercise in the open air, live on a healthy diet, have nine
chances out often for their ultimate recovery, as proven
by personal experience during nine years of practice in
this part of the territory.
Patients affected with chronic bronchitis find it advisa¬
ble to remain from July to January or February, when
the winds commence to blow, experience having proven,
that during that time of the year they make the most
rapid and satisfactory progress; but even in the windy
season seldom have really obstinate cases of bronchial
troubles come under my observation.
With the railroad facilities, which this place enjoys,
the pure, dry atmosphere, the unusually gocd water, ihe
equable climate, which permits people to stay out of their
dwelling at all hours of the day the year round, we would
recommend Deming most highly as a suitable point for
establishing a health resort.
J. W. Williams, M.D.Deming, New Mexico.
The Sanitary Record, of London, owing to the finan¬
cial difficulties of Messrs. W. H. Allen & Co., the pub¬
lishers, has passed into other hands, and is no longer
edited bv Miss Hart.
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